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Wang H. L. (2008).Teaching Media Literacy through Critical Pedagogy: An Action
Research Project in Higher Education, Unpublished Doctoral dissertation, Durham
University, UK.

Teaching Media Literacy through Critical Pedagogy:
An Action Research Project in Higher Education
Huei Lan Wang
A dissertation submitted in partial fulfilment of requirements for the Degree of Doctor
of Education at Durham University
2008

This thesis represents a transformative point in both my intellectual career and
personal development. Traversing many miles and challenges during this intellectual
journey, | became a participant in uncovering education’s true essence while
recognizing that a teacher’s role lies in advancing learning to keep pace with
accelerating change in this chaotic world.

Abstract

Taiwan was liberated from strict authoritarian rule in 1987, and freedom of the press
was instituted in subsequent years. This was a big step forward for Taiwan, from
closed authoritarianism to open democracy. Media had a hand in pushing Taiwan
forward into the democratic age. Ten years later, in 1997, cable TV was introduced
and the penetration rate of cable TV in Taiwan in 2007 is now the highest in the
Asia-pacific region. Soon after cable TV was introduced, the internet emerged
providing leading-edge, universal media access. In this information age, the process
and pace of Taiwan democracy revolutionized further changes making media, as
Helmsman noted, the boat transporting Taiwan to a world of new challenges.

Reversing the long-term trend that had downplayed the media environment’s
importance in Taiwan, media literacy has been gaining increasing interest among
educators, government, researchers and observers in recent years. Although gradually
adopting western standards, Taiwan media literacy education is nevertheless still in its
infancy, focusing more on primary and secondary education rather than higher
education. When surveying the literature on media literacy education, still very rare
are instances encountered of systematic higher education teaching — either in Taiwan

or worldwide — of media literacy education. Media literacy education’s introduction in
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higher education will be a crucial component for media development in Taiwan.
Given this context, this research aims to 1) outline the concerns and importance of
media literacy education in Taiwan 2) demonstrate how youth consciousness is
oppressed and manipulated by ideologies of power in society and the media 3)
determine effective methods for improving university students’ critical thinking about
television. The research method I used applies action research to develop media
literacy courses based on critical pedagogy to influence university students’
television-viewing critical thinking abilities. I had a group of 13 university students
taking general education program courses in their first through fourth year of study in
Taiwan. As the teacher, I reflected on how best to beneficially change students’
knowledge, attitudes and behaviour during the course; this served to also enhance the
relationship between teacher and students.

The findings evidenced the effects of teaching/learning on media literacy by showing
students’ knowledge and critical thinking enhanced based on critical pedagogy; the
findings also showed university students changing their media mindset by acquiring
deeper internal media knowledge, while furthering their relationship to society and
themselves through critical pedagogy; media literacy’s teaching/learning effects
produced through critical pedagogy were also identified. On the other hand, adoption
of critical pedagogy to education — and then their dissemination into country and

curriculum — needs further consideration to correspond with cultural issues.

Key Words: Critical Pedagogy, Media Literacy, Higher Education, Action
Research
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Wang H. L. (2009). The Impact of Foreign Programs on Taiwanese Youth and the

Significant Role of Media Education, Journal of Asia, Culture and History, vol. 1,
No.2 (P.161-169). Canada.

The Impact of Foreign Programs to the Taiwanese Youth
And the Significant Role of Media Education
Huei Lan Wang

Abstract
2009

As cable television channel bloomed and grew in Taiwan, more and more teenagers
watched a wide variety of foreign TV programmers through hundreds of channels.
The impact of this media trend among Taiwanese youth stresses the importance of
research to assess whether local college students learn from foreign television
programming. In this research, which supports the theoretical discussion in this paper,
the nature of these learnings was analyzed as well. In general, this study aims to
explore the relevant literature and examine whether college students engage in critical
thinking when viewing foreign television programs. This research used a popular
Korean series shown in Taiwan to examine various perspectives and views related to
the issue. Based from the gathered findings, college students appear to pay more
critical attention to the program script, character, rhythm, plot and cultural differences.
In relation to aesthetic, ideology and cultural identity issues, less response on the
educational impact of the program was obtained from the participants. This confirms
the claim that Taiwanese youth view television as an entertainment medium rather
than an educational one. For this reason, the role of media education, specifically the
integration of visual literacy and critical thinking, is highly significant to generate less

passive television viewers.

Key word: Korea series, Impact, Foreign Programs, Media Education
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